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SUB J : ALLEGED STATEMENTS BY CONGEN COMMERCIAL OFFICER 

1. LOCAL ARABIC PRESS OF LAST WEEK AND ISRAELI PRESS AND RADIO 
IN PAST TWO DAYS HAVE GIVEN CERTAIN ATTENTION TO DISTORTED 
VERSIONS OF MEETING WHICH CONGEN COMMERCIAL OFFICER NASTOFF 
HELD ON MARCH 18 WITH RAMALLAH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. DIFFERENT 
PAPERS HAVE HAD QUITE DIFFERENT VERSIONS OF NASTOFF'S ALLEGED 
COMMENTS, BUT ALL TEND TO INDICATE AN ASSERTION ON HIS PART THAT 
WEST BANK WAS CONSIDERED BY U.S. TO SEPARATE ENTITY FOR 

TRADE AND COMMERCIAL PRUPOSES. STORIES APPARENTLY EMANATED 
FROM MEMBERS OF RAMALLAH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 

2. NEEDLESS TO SAY, NASTOFF DID NOT MAKE STATEMENTS ATTRIBUTED 
TO HIM AND IN NO WAY ALLUDED TO SEPARATE STATUS OF WEST BANK. 
MEETING WAS ONE OF SEVERAL WHICH HE HAS HELD WITH VARIOUS CHAMB- 
ERSOF COMMERCE OVER PAST MONTHS TO EXPLAIN SERVICES OFFERED BY 
COMMERCIAL OFFICE OF CONGEN. IN ANSWER TO ONE QUESTION FROM 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MEMBER, NASTOFF SAID TRADE OPPORTUNITY 
PROGRAM PROVIDES SERVICE BY PLACING POTENTIAL PURCHASER OR 
REPRESENTATIVE ABROAD IN TOUCH WITH APPROPRIATE FIRMS IN U.S. 

HE ALSO SUGGESTED IN ANSWER TO QUESTION THAT LOCAL FIRMS MIGHT 
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WISHED MARKET THEM THERE. THIS MAY HAVE BEEN BLOWN OUT OF 
PROPORTION BY HIS LISTENERS. OUR OWN ARABIC TRANSLATOR BEING 
UNAVAILABLE THAT DAY, NASTOFF WAS DEPENDENT ON INTERPRETER 
OF CHAMBER. 

3. SEVERAL ISRAELI JOURNALISTS CONTACTED US ABOUT STORY, 

AND WE DENIED ALLEGED STATEMENTS AND SPECULATED PART OF 
DIFFICULTY MIGHT HAVE BEEN DUE TO TRANSLATION. 

4. COMMENT: IT IS QUITE POSSIBLE THAT MEMBERS OF RAMALLAH 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE DELIBERATELY ELABORATED ON NASTOFF'S 
STATEMENTS, SINCE ARABS LOSE NO OPPORUTNITY TO STICK AN 
AMERICAN FINGER IN THE ISRAELI EYE. IN ADDITION, NASTOFF HAS 
BEEN SOMEWHAT MORE ACTIVE THAN HIS PREDECESSOR IN DRUMMING UP 
BUSINESS FOR U.S. FIRMS, AND ANY CHANGE IN OUR PATTERN OF 
ACTIVITY ON WEST BANK TENDS TO LEAD TO SPECULATION. RAMALLAH 
VISIT WAS LAST OF OUR MEETINGS OF THIS KIND AND PUBLC INTEREST IN 
HIS ACTIVITIES CAN BE EXPECTED THEREFORE TO ABATE. 
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